The study revealed the contribution of the Nigerian Aviation Industry to the National GDP of Nigeria. To 
Introduction
For many decades, the aviation industry has played a significant role in developing economies around the globe. It is reported that there are over two thousand (2,000) airlines operating more than twenty-three thousand (23,000) aircraft that serves about three thousand seven hundred (3,700) airports around the world (Aerospace Global Report, 2011) . This makes the industry the gateway to any economy aspiring to develop, enabling globalization, trade facilitation and tourism development. It is very crucial in the promotion of foreign direct investment (FDI) (Ladele, 2012) . One can therefore say that the industry is crucial to the growth of the economy and national development. Ladele (2012) in her study of FDI, noted that as the emerging economies grow, their demand for air transportation will grow as their citizens becomes more financially empowered with increased disposable income. Development of air transport infrastructures in these emerging economies will further fuel the growth of the industry. However, Stephens (2011) noted that even with the growth, less than 10% of the population will still be able to afford air travel as the gap between the rich and the poor is rapidly expanding, which prompted him to call for more investment in the land-based transportation.
Stephens (2009) forecasted that the Nigerian Civil Aviation industry will keep growing at an average of 15% domestic traffic so that by 2019 an estimated 12,461,043 million passenger will be carried domestically. An industry with this growth rate should be of great interest. Moreover, it is expected to be a crucial industry in general economic growth promotion for any nation. Therefore, the level of the importance of this industry is best appreciated if its contribution to the gross domestic product (GDP) is measured. The analysis will be more meaningful if the industry's labour force contribution is measured and its significance is assessed in relation to those of other industry in the economy.
Objectives of the Study
The aim of the study is to evaluate the roles of local aviation industry in the Nigeria economy. In view of this, the study will also attain the following specific objectives:
• Determine the performance of aviation workers with regards to contribution to national GDP.
• To determine the performance of the Nigerian labour force's unitary contribution to the GDP and compare if the aviation industry had a better contribution per head when referenced against the labour force.
• To ascertain aviation industry percentage contribution to the national GDP.
• To forecast the growth of the traffic throughput and GDP, aviation industry and aviation workers' contribution to GDP and their performance within the industry.
• To conduct a reverse regression into the past to enable us compares the actual values of the past and the predicted values that could have happened in the past.
Research Questions
To make the objectives of the research realisable, and its objectives visible, certain questions arose. The questions which are tilted towards attaining the objectives of this research are as follows:
• What is the contribution per head of the aviation workers to the aviation industry's revenue and to the national GDP? • What is the contribution per head of an average Nigerian worker to the national GDP?
• What is the aviation industry's contribution to the national GDP? • What will be the future growth of the GDP, aviation industry and the aviation workers' contribution to GDP and their performance within their industry?
Research Hypotheses
In order to facilitate data collection so as to arrive at the correct conclusion, the following hypotheses will be used to guide this study:
Hypothesis One
-Ho: The Aviation Industry is a major force towards the build-up of the national GDP.
-HI: The Aviation Industry is not a major force towards the build-up of the national GDP.
Hypothesis Two
-Ho: The Nigeria airline business environment will improve even without liberalization being embraced.
-H1: The Nigeria airline business environment will not improve except the policy of liberalization is embraced
Hypothesis Three
-Ho: Workers of the aviation industry are more productive than their counterparts in the Nigeria Labour Force put together. -HI: Workers of the aviation industry are not more productive than their counterparts in the Nigeria Labour Force put together.
Significance of the Study
The study will be of benefit to all stakeholders in the Aviation sector particularly the Airline Operators, the travelling public and the Governments of Nigeria. The need to ensure adequate infrastructural development and control over air safety by following the ICAO Standards and Recommended Practices strictly in other to ensure the sustainability of local airlines contribution to economy development will be the focus of this study. The gradual approach to liberalisation in the form of intra and extra regional co-operation will be highlighted with a view to assisting the Government via the regulator to develop the political will to implement and sustain the provisions of the Yamoussoukro decisions. The Airlines will find the study useful as they may find sense in mergers and acquisition in order to compete favourably with the big airlines in the advanced economies of the world and join the "global alliance" groupings. Also the study will help to enhance the contemporary issue of billing, aviation fuel price and business models of airlines as it affect airlines role in their contribution to their primary economy.
Research Methodology and Design of the Study
The study is designed to reveal the contribution of The Nigerian Aviation industry to the National GDP of Nigeria with a view to:
• To forecast the growth of the GDP, aviation industry and the aviation workers' contribution to GDP and their performance within their industry.
Area of Study
The area under study is the Nigerian Aviation Industry as aggregated data on all the airlines and airports in Nigeria were collected for the research. Data on the Nigerian Labour Force was also collected.
Samples
The period covered by this study was between January 1985 -December 2012 being the period covered by data collected for aggregated industry's output and the national GDP.
Method of Data Collection
Research data were sourced from the National Bureau of Statistics annual publications, which were obtained from their website. The data collected span the period of 28 years from 1985 to 2012 and extracts for 2013 were also collected. Data collected were revenue/GDP contribution for the aviation industry; the aviation industry's throughput; national GDP of Nigeria and labour force records.
Data Analytical Tools
To analyse the data generated the MegaStat program was used to perform the regression analysis which was to forecast future levels of traffic throughput and GDP, aviation industry revenue/contribution to GDP and the traffic throughput in the aviation industry. Simple analytical tools like percentage and ratio was used to determine contributions and performance
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Regression Analysis
A Durbin-Watson Statistic output was sourced all at 95% Confidence Level using throughput as the Y variable and revenues and GDP as the X variables. This simply means that with the knowledge of the aviation industry's revenue and throughput one can determine the future levels of national GDP.
Limits and limitations
The research work is limited to the domestic aviation industry, aggregating revenue of airlines and the airports. More extensive work could have been done but time is a limiting factor.
Theoretical Framework, Result and Discussion
The data presentation will follow a pattern that will present data collected and analyse same in the manner that the objectives of the study and research questions were presented and asked in the introduction (chapter one) of this research work.
Aviation Workers Performance
The domestic air network structure in Nigeria has so far linked only the state capitals, though not all state capitals are connected by air at this moment (Stephens, 2009) . State capitals without air links are Abakaliki, Abeokuta, Ado-Ekiti, Awka, Bauchi, Birnin-Kebbi, Ebonyi, Gombe, Katsina, Lafia, Lokoja, Oshogbo, Umuahia, Uyo, Yenogoa, Yobe and Zamfara. Reasons for their lack of airports range from proximity to capitals with large airports to lack of market potentials. The number of routes that link each airport varies depending on the level of demand. Stephens (2009) used this to classify the airports into two categories, namely those with total number of routes less than the average number of eight (8) routes (low hierarchy) and those with above average number of routes (high hierarchy). These are shown in figures 1 and 2.
From figure 1, which shows the sixty-three (63) routes that make up the major routes, it is obvious that Lagos airport is the main air hub in Nigeria which is reflected by the clustered air routes. Abuja, Kano and Port Harcourt airports are other sub-hubs. Lagos, Abuja, Kano, Port Harcourt and Calabar airports are all international airports. It is no coincidence that Lagos, which is the commercial hub and Abuja, capital of Nigeria, Kano and Port Harcourt cities are strong centres of administrative, commercial and industrial activities in Nigeria. Figure 2 , shows the network of 51 minor routes that are mostly served by helicopters and small aeroplanes. These routes also serve as feeder routes to the major routes and help buttress the importance of the aviation industry in the Nigerian economy. The domestic air transport industry is fast growing when we measure demand for its services. The growth can be attributed to the increased living standard of a few Nigerians as against the general deterioration of an average Nigerian's standard of living. Table 1 showed the revenue generated in the aviation industry as well as the volume of throughput and the National GDP of Nigeria. It further showed the contribution in percentage of GDP. It was discovered that the industry has been making very little impact in terms of contribution to GDP at an average of 0.009011876 %, which is what the industry contributes to the GDP. However, one can argue that morally the industry contributes more than that as the influx of Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) has been on the rise with time, of which the investors uses air transport to come around when they do inspections of likely areas of investment choice. Zhang (2001) was of the opinion that FDI contributes to growth of an economy. Amongst other things, availability of a strong air transportation system is a key determinant to the flow of FDI (Wilhelms, 1998) . Source: Nigerian Bureau of Statistics (2013).
Comparing the Performance of the Nigerian labour force's unitary contribution to the GDP as against the aviation industry
When compared on average worker's contribution to the revenue drive of the industry, one can conveniently say that an average aviation industry worker is doing well and their performance has improved with time from the period the study started to till 2012. They have been having a significant increase in their level of contribution to the industry's revenue. This can be seen on Table 2 . It should be noted too that number of industry-wide employees have been decreasing with time yet the revenue has been on the increase. Source: Field work (2013) This is due to the industry's deregulations and the influx of private sector into the industry. With reforms and the withdrawal of the state in the carriage of traffic, many workers previously employed by the state-owned airline were laid-
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Source: Field Work (2013)
On the average one can conveniently say an average aviation worker is more productive than an average member of the Nigerian Labour Force (see figures 4.3 and 4.4). However, some will argue that the reason for the large average contribution is because of the luxury nature of air transport and the resultant attached valuation.
Growth of the GDP, Aviation Industry and the Workers' contribution
The fact that air travel is still the safest means of travelling (BBC News, 2000) will continue to make it attractive. Stephens (2009) forecasted that the aviation industry will keep growing at an average of 15% domestic traffic volume so that by 2019 an estimated 12,461,043 million passengers will be carried domestically. This prediction means that one should expect demand to grow. We tried to verify this by making our own predictions but this time using the aviation industry's revenue and the national GDP as in Nigerian airlines could make more revenue by doing more international flights thereby improving the overall GDP of the nation and their own productivity and profitability. The case is further made to be important due to the domination of foreign airlines in some very lucrative routes like Lagos-London, Lagos-Paris and Lagos-Frankfurt of which our flag bearers have very limited presence. Stephens et al (2012) and Nze (2011) stressed the need to encourage local operators to compete on the international scene as a means of boosting growth in the transport sector of the Nigerian economy.
Conclusion
This study has considered the issue of performance of the aviation workers with regards to their contribution to the National GDP; compare the performance of aviation industry workers with those of the general labour force; ascertain the aviation industry's contribution to the national GDP and did a forecast of the future throughput or demand in the aviation industry. Based on the aforementioned the following summary and finding could be made:
• The industry's contribution to the GDP is very small.
• An average aviation worker contributes per head to the revenue of the industry than an average member of the labour force does to the national revenue or GDP.
• The number of employees engaged in the aviation industry is reducing but the industry is witnessing a boost in productivity of its workers.
• It was also discovered that (though not in the scope of this study) road transport industry contributes more than all the other modes of transport to the GDP. The present results agreed with the study of Stephens (2009) that the industry will keep experiencing growth of throughput and increased contribution to GDP. Before now it has been a general belief that air transport contributes significantly to the GDP, however, this has been shown to be less than expected and even smaller than the contribution of the road transport industry. In addition we were able to demonstrate that with good understanding of mathematics we can use nearly anything to make good prediction in as much as we can make a regression equation for it, as we used revenue of the aviation industry and the national GDP to predict future demand for air transportation.
